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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 07 
July 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 10-14, filed 07 July 2006, 
with respect to the rejections of the claims under 35 USC 

§103 (a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
rejections of the claims under 35 USC §103 (a) listed in the 
previous office action mailed 07 March 2006 have been withdrawn. 
Applicant's present amendments to the claims overcome the 
previously cited prior art references. Furthermore, Examiner 
has not discovered any additional prior art which anticipates 
the claims and/or renders the claims obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention. This is set 
forth in greater detail below. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1, 3-9, 15, 17-23 and 26-27 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 

Independent claim 1 recites that, before a predetermined 
time has elapsed, a first reference member is illuminated by a 
light source and read so as to acquire a coefficient for 
uniformly changing the level of the electrical signals while the 
image sensor scans a plurality of original sheets that are fed 
to the scanner by a feeder. After the predetermined time has 
elapsed, the scanning is interrupted and a second reference 
member is read only once in order to acquire shading correction 
information. The scanning of the original sheets is then 
restarted, and the first reference member is scanned while the 
image sensor scans the remaining original sheets, and the second 
reference member is not scanned again. Similar limitations are 
found in independent claims 15, 26 and 27. While the use of two 
separate reference patches for acquiring shading correction data 
is common in the art, the precise timing and use of the 
reference patches as presently claimed in claims 1, 15, 26 and 
27, as discussed above, have not been found in the prior art 
such that claims 1, 15, 26 and 27 are either anticipated by a 
single reference or, by a combination of references, rendered 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention. The closest prior art found is the prior art already 
relied upon in the previous prior art rejections, namely the 
combination of Kumashiro (US Patent 5,864,408), Webb (US Patent 
5,336,408), and Nisimura (US .Patent 5,513,018). However, the 
combination of Kumashiro, Webb and Nisimura does not fully teach 
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the present claims, nor has additional prior art been found 
which teaches the present claims. The dependent claims are 
allowable due to their respective dependencies. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance," 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to James A. 
Thompson whose telephone number is 571-272-7441. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 : 30AM-5 : 00PM, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David K. Moore can be 
reached on 571-272-7437, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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